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ON BECOMING A GRACE WATCHER
BETTY YIU

Our dearest friends, | hope this testimony finds you well, and | am sure you are, for the
Lord keeps us, whether in life or death. But | need to share with you His amazing grace

upon us these few months.

Paul had a stroke on December 23 of last year. He blacked out after taking a shower and
laid on the bathroom floor for nine hours till | found him when | got home from work. A
CT scan at the ER revealed massive bleeding in his brain. Two hospitals in Palm Beach
County could not treat him, for his was an unusual case, something called an arteriove-
nous fistula in the brain. On the Christmas day, an ambulance roared through 1-95 into
Miami’s Jackson Memorial Hospital. The next morning, at 6:00AM, Paul was rolled into
surgery for 6 hours where the doctors drained the blood and clipped the veins and arter-
ies that erupted. Mercy upon mercy, Paul had pulled through the brain surgery with fly-
ing colors. We later learned that the neurosurgeon was a brilliant surgeon visiting from
Tampa and who left as soon as he finished Paul's surgery. Providential!
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For the following two months, Paul battled with infections (blood, intestine, urinary
tract), pneumonia, and severe blood clots (for which he was re-admitted to the hospital
for a catheter to be put in his two very swollen legs to dissolve the clots.). Our family doc-
tor, upon seeing Paul's report, kept saying, "What a story!" On this | must correct, "What

W

4

a miracle!"

;igg-

T

So, we received a surprisingly big Christmas gift. Of course Paul has gone through a lot.
Now he is 100% mobile, with no loss of motor or cognitive skills. His blood count is back
to normal, and his weight has improved. (He lost 20 Ibs.). Tuesdays and Thursdays he
even drives to the physical therapy center for an hour of exercises to strengthen his legs
and balance. The amazing recovery is not due to Paul's being a fighter by
nature. In the hospitals, he would holler whenever pain overtook him,
"Heaven is not like this!!" Then a home care therapist (who is a Christian)
would demand this reluctant patient, “In the name of Jesus, promise you
would do the exercise!”

-1 So, | must attribute every bit of improvement to God's saving grace. Paul
was pushed along by torrents of angels, doctors, nurses, therapists, nurses
aids, parking lot attendants, and, indeed, brothers and sisters who flooded
us with care and prayers! In the end, Paul would muse, “Truly this is not
heaven, but this is the next best thing!”
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And throughout his ordeal, | have become a Grace watcher. Grace: like finding the last parking
spot in an already filled hospital parking lot; like enjoying free meals and lodgings for two weeks
in Miami from a sister; pickups from and to the Jackson Memorial hospital; soups and organic
stuff. Grace: like flying through the slow lane on our way to Miami while the express lane traffic
only inched along beside. Grace: like having our master bedroom moved downstairs (and tons
of books upstairs) by a troop of Christian soldiers. Grace: like talking to brothers and sisters at
length and knowing them for the first time; like receiving encouragements from strangers, and
giving the same in return. Grace: like stubbornly telling Paul, “Don’t holler. You won'’t die. If He
would want you, He would have taken you already!”

So, as Paul is getting back to teach this summer, | am looking forward to retirement. Life, how-
ever, is not going back to normal again, having been touched by the Hand of God.
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Mei, 1 miss you

Ali Li

“Who is Mei?” | asked Ms. Cathy during a con-
versation taking place over dinner.

“Hi Mei,” was the dialogue a few days later
while talking on the phone with Mei, consulting her
on how to master makeup. | had A LOT of acne, and
to this day, | deal with “diminished” but existing acne.

All the conversations | had with Mei spelled
out with hope. | didn’t like the reflection that mir-
rored the raw me when | stood before a mirror... All |
would see was a face infected with acne. Instead of
perceiving people looking past my flaws and just ad-
miring me just as | was whenever | had conversations
with people, | would imagine and implant the Devil’s
lies by telling myself that ALL that they saw when |
talked to them was my face full of zits... nothing else.
The makeup consultation turned into a skincare con-
sultation when Mei was successful in the cosmetic
field. Mei would give me consultation and skin prod-
ucts to use before | could even do makeup. She al-
ways would tell me, “Ali, it’s only the inner beauty
that counts, not the outside,” and then she affirmed
that | was beautiful. | really was comforted when she
said that. Sometimes we need to believe in our own
preaching, not just in the head knowledge. And time
and time again, | will preach this truth to myself. This
is one of many ways she has impacted my life. As | am
explaining this particular context, this verse pops into
my head: ”If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will
find me” (Jeremiah 29:13). Not only because my face
got better on so many levels following her skincare
advice, but it also helped spread truth to my self-
image distortions. Distortions that caused sadness
and most of all, hopelessness. But truth provides
HOPE.

Also, Mei shined and pointed glory to God
during my low points, one being the separation of my
elementary school friend and coworker. And spread
reconciliation to this. Praise God too!

I introduced my friend Michelle to my after-
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care job at an elementary school. All was well until we
got placed in the same classroom to supervise ten
children in the Pre-K (five kids) and kindergarten (five
kids). We had extremely different ways of disciplining
them. | was the strict, ruler-on-her-hand type teacher
and borderline scolding type, and my friend Michelle
was the hippie, relaxed, rarely disciplining but the
righteous type for rearing kids. | had the final say to
everything since | worked there the longest. As a re-
sult, she grew really resentful of our differing ways. |
had also blown up and overreacted after two months
working, saying and exchanging some really harsh
words with her and especially commenting on her
relationship with Christ, because she didn’t show up
to the hangout | planned (she forgot). Needless to
say, she cut ties with me and stopped being my
friend. It became incredibly awkward because | still
saw her every day during work. Our conversations
would only amount to, “Pass the wipes,” or “Here’s
your walkie.” Soon, my lack of maturity and errone-
ous habits at work and poor performance caused me
to be transferred to a different department, leaving
my coworker in charge of the Pre-K and kindergarten
group. Silent treatments and cold shoulders from this
ex-friend were all | got. There was even one incident
where | made a huge error in my work, and she ex-
posed me and ratted me out to our employer, which
led to being reprimanded from the boss at the time.
Left feeling insecure and depressed, | decided to
phone Mei to shed light on this situation.

Mei’s response? “You should ask this Christian
sister for FORGIVENESS for what you’ve done.”

“But WHY?” | asked.

Mei replied, “From what you told me, you re-
gret those very harsh words that you said to her and
the judgement you thrust upon her. Because God for-
gave us for our sins, he died on the cross and fulfilled
it all. Don’t you see the grand lens in your situation?
She is Christian, and you are Christian. Reconciliation
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is second nature, ya know.”

“So how do | go about this?” | asked.

“Write her a card, and complement that with
a small gift,” she offered.

“Yes,” chimed Ms. Cathy also. Ms. Cathy,
Mei’s dear friend and caretaker, had been trans-
porting Mei to one of many hospitals for Mei’s cancer
treatment at the time. This was when | realized that
my whole entire conversation with this struggle was
being broadcasted. Oh boy.

“PFFFFT...okay, okay, okay J” | replied. “I will
doit.”

| continued along with the reconciliation pro-
cess handing over the letter I'd written for her. There
was a period of silence afterwards, which continued
for several months. Meanwhile, | would touch base
with Mei, saying, “l haven’t heard from her... it looks
like she’s just moved on and is in her new season of
life.” To this, Mei reassured me with, “It’s okay Ali,
you did your part; what’s done is done.” Then, | finally
allowed closure in my life and told myself, “Michelle

and | aren’t friends anymore, and that’s okay.”

Fast forward to July 2015. I'd already received
news that | had been fired in the workplace and | was
devastated and heartbroken—and that was just an
understatement. A month later, this very friend
reached out to me via text. A complicated and intense
chain of texts occurred because of my once-again
caustic tongue and thoughts, and after a long while,
the conflict had abated, and we finally ended on good
terms and restored our friendship.

“Mei, Mei, I'm friends with Michelle again,” |
said giddily.

“Oh how great! Wow! Wow Ali.” Mei replied,
while her expiration date was nearing—she had only
a few months left to live.

Mei continued with, “Thank you for sharing
this info with me.”

Mei, honestly, even if this friendship hadn’t
worked out, you’ve touched my life, thank you.

Mei, | miss you, | can’t wait to meet you again
in heaven.
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